relatively small amount of normal anatomy found in clinical radiology books. There is usually reference to the important topic of common anatomical variations but it is always difficult to know exactly where to draw the line in this field. Some areas, however, such as the biliary tract and the arteries of the kidney, could be expanded in a new edition. Unfortunately, a number of the pictures in the review copy were marred by printing defects. The first edition of this book was published in 1971. In the second edition, translated into English by Lucien Rubinstein, the text has undergone substantial changes. The chapters on neoplasms and vascular disease have been extensively reorganized whilst those on infectious diseases and on genetic metabolic disorders due to enzyme defects have been virtually entirely rewritten. Those on the neuropathology of general pathological processes and on neuromuscular pathology have been updated and supplemented. Approximately one third of the illustrations have been modified. The book is intended for medical students and for postgraduates who would benefit from an introduction to the textbooks and treatises listed in the bibliography. Teachers will find that the well chosen photographs and line diagrams simplify their task. This is an excellent book. It deserves a repetition of the success which was accorded to the first edition. WILLIAM Mackay) and 'The offshore scene and its hazards' (W T Hendry, C M Childs & D M Proctor) were of particular interest; the latter included the discovery of a different kind of fat embolism arising after body release from high barometric pressure. The book, as a whole, has a strong forensic bias which makes it hard to decide for whom it is intended. One or two of the chapters seem out of place, especially the one on robbery and violence which does not contain any pathology and little of medical interest. The book is not intended as a comprehensive text on traumatic or forensic pathology, and though it lacks a systematic academic approach, it can be recommended as containing much interesting material which complements other available works. It is nicely produced with print which is easy to read.
SIMON SEVITT Consultant Pathologist
Birmingham Accident Hospital Venoms: Chemistry and Molecular Biology A T Tu pp 560 £25.90 New York: Wiley 1977 This scholarly account of the chemistry and biology of animal and insect venoms brings together diverse aspects of a fascinating subject. The major part of the book is devoted to snake venoms with a final chapter on other venoms, mainly from insects but also including a brief account of the only venomous lizard knownthe Gila Monster. The book is crammed with factual information and is abundantly illustrated. The complex composition of the snake venoms is considered in detail, first in two general sections and then in a third section which describes the properties and actions of the main classes of snake venoms. Here we learn that the venoms of the sea snakes (more numerous than terrestrial venomous snakes and still only partly classified) contain neurotoxins acting on the neuromuscular junction that are amongst the most toxic substances known. This book would be invaluable as a source of information to zoologists, pathologists and especially to neurochemists searching for tools to elucidate the mysteries of synaptic and neuromuscular transmission. Besides an appendix giving the common names of poisonous snakes, there are two indexes: one by subject and the other by species. This will surely remain the standard work on the subject for many years. (September 1977) and consists of an introduction and 15 articles on different aspects of thrombosis. In the first chapter, J R A Mitchell reviews the clinical events resulting
